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The Significance and Possibilities of Broad-Based Community Associations in Hilly and Mountainous Areas: A Case
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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to examine the
significance and possibilities of broad-based
community associations.

Using data obtained from an investigation of the
community associations in the Akagi region of
Shimane analyzed  the
characteristics of community displayed by

prefecture, we

broad-based associations organized by multiple
communities, which are known as Shuraku.

The findings are as follows.

First, although almost all the broad-based
associations implemented activities on public
welfare, disaster prevention, intercommunity
communication through event, the number of
cooperative activities by the communities with
which these associations engaged ranged from two
to nine.

Second, the activities carried out depended on
whether a high degree of homogeneity existed
among the communities served and on whether
each community has uniquely maintained
cooperation activities. In addition, it also depended
on degree of aging of population in the region and
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financial problem.

Third, the associations were stratified by age
group, and almost all of them were highly
dependent on public subsidies.

These findings suggest that it is necessary to foster
coordinators who can carry out the wideranging
activities of these associations effectively, and are
skilled in cooperating with heterogeneous
communities and external institutions.



