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ABSTRACT
We investigated how differences of finger dexterity in a left hand and that in a right hand develop in early
childhood. And we discussed a relationship of potential and life experience dominant hands with a development of
infants' dominant hands and non-dominant hands.

Fifty-five children from four to six years old and twenty-five college students from 18 to 22 years old were people
being in this survey. Twenty-five pegs and a 5X5 pegboard was prepared, and amount of time while examinees put
these pegs in the board was measured for their left and right hands, respectively.

The results for simple right-handed children show that difference in finger dexterity of left and right hands
becomes smaller with their growth of finger dexterity. For potential right-handed children and life experience right-
handed children, the difference between left and right hands becomes larger: their right-hands develop as months
goes on while their left-hand does not so much. These results indicate that it is important for potential right-handed
children and life experience right-handed children to be encouraged to use left-hand during nurturing and childcare.



