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Abstract

In the globalization of teacher education, we have
not yet discussed global education in the context of
teacher education. What is necessary for the field of
teacher education is (1) to build a discourse treating
global education as an element of teacher education
curricula, (2) to develop and practice global education
programs that implement this idea, and (3) to build
the evaluation system to assess the effectiveness and
validity of these global education programs.

In this proposal, we will introduce our research
results demonstrating our practice and the underlying
theory. The first research identified problems in global
education in teacher education associated with human
factors, including the attitudes of university students
enrolled in teacher education toward globalization.
The results uncovered the characteristic of the target
of global education, which suggests the need of a
paradigm shift in our way of tackling difficulties in
promoting global education in teacher education.

The second area of research examined the attitudes
of faculty in teacher education toward globalization

in their research as well as educational practices.

The results revealed a serious lack of awareness and
attitudes among faculty of teacher education that are
indispensable as subjects to practice global education
for students in teacher education. There is an urgent
need to build a shared understanding of the importance
to incorporate the concept of global education in
research as well as education in teacher education.
The third research introduced an example of global
education program that has been built into teacher
education curricula. It discusses the key components
of the program and the results of the program
effectiveness evaluation. A study abroad program has
been developed in collaboration with Michigan State
University, with seminars provided in the Faculty of
Education at Shimane University where professors of
both universities co-build class lectures, projects, and
assignments together. The significance of this program
is that it allows Japanese students to experience official
U.S. university classes while in Japan. This program
offers Japanese students a relatively less threatening
and more economical abroad environment to discover
the value and importance of learning and working with

others from different cultures.
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