(BERFIISE $587%, 2%, 115-128, 2015)

AN 20 £ BT B ATHTE L R EE L 7 Hinfk

— BHE OFCT B BEF RO E L —

WNH g - PR T

Extension Services for Home Living Improvement and Local Governments in the Decade after

World War II: Iwate Prefecture’s Response to the Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry’s Policy

Kazuyoshi Ucupa and Yukiko Nakama (Shimane University)

This study examines extension services for home living improvement in the decade following World
War II, focusing on Iwate Prefecture's response to policies set by the Ministry of Agriculture and
Forestry. One of the objectives of these services was to improve the lives of farm households. Anoth-
er objective was to help democratize farm villages. The Ministry asked local governments to set up
agricultural improvement sections to administer these extension services. Furthermore, it asked that
voluntary, female-led home living improvement groups lead the program. Iwate Prefecture, however,
did not follow the Ministry of Agricultural and Forestry’s policies and did not set up an agricultural
improvement section. Instead, the prefecture designated those hamlets where influential agricultural
leaders resided as model hamlets, so that home living improvement became a male-dominated pro-
gram. Considering the ripple effect it would have on other hamlets, the men prioritized visible kitch-
en improvements.

Key words : decade following World War II, extension services for home living improvement, Min-

istry of Agriculture and Forestry, Iwate Prefecture, model hamlet
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