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Elementary School Teacher Training Course Students’ Points
of View in a Physical Education Class
What Did the Course Students See When They Observed a Physical Education Class
in a Practical Education Program?
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(Shimane University Faculty of Education)
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Abstract

This research project is a case study on teacher
education for university students.

Its purpose is to examine the points of view of
second-year students in an elementary school teacher
training course when they observed a physical
education class in a practical education program.

I examined the students’ observation reports from
the following three points:

1. What facts did they notice in the class?

2. How did they consider the facts?

3. What factors did they notice in the physical
education classes?

Here are the results:

The students mainly noticed interactions
between teacher and children and also the learning
environments. Especially, they considered the teacher’s
instruction languages and teaching materials as
learning strategies to motivate the children. |

Most students noticed the teacher’s practical skills in
class management. They tended to explain the teacher’s
behavior from the point of view of motivation.

Because the students have not yet studied and learned
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about physical education pedagogy, they cannot see
other facts that exist in the physical education class
from the points of view based on physical education
pedagogical knowledge. These results are based on
experiences by which the students have learned in
the first-year practical education program. In the first
year, the students are trained to observe the class and
discuss subjects, such as the teacher’s words, behaviors,
and/or teaching materials they noticed during class
observations. The results of these observations
show the students’ readiness to study physical
education pedagogy. To gain further recognition and
understanding, the students need to combine facts
with theory or knowledge. They see the facts by
observing the physical education class, and they learn
the theory or knowledge in the physical education
pedagogy class. Thus after these practical education
programs where we teach them how to plan learning
projects, the students need to learn how to combine
theory with practical examples. We may know the
stage of development of their points of view if we can
know what kind of recognition and understanding

the students have learned by observing the physical



education class. The understanding will be the next
step of research for teacher education.

This research was the first step in the investigation.
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