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Abstract

This article describes important properties needed for the design of a program on the train-
ing seminar for volunteer Japanese teachers who will work in Matsue region. The authors have
summarized historical footsteps of the activities of volunteer Japanese groups, and would like to
present future landscape for them. The activities of volunteer Japanese groups have first begun
at the middle age of 1990 s as a response to the abrupt increase of foreign people in Matsue
region. The authors have found out that the history of such activities can be divided into two
major periods; the former as the preparative age to accept foreign people, the latter as the
searching age of the way for building up a convivial society with them. Three points were re-
garded as characteristic properties of Matsue region, “the lack of institutes for Japanese edu
cation” , “academic city” , and “city of international culture and tourism” . With regard to
those points, the authors have concluded that various aspects should be considered in the de-
sign of a program for volunteer Japanese teachers, e.g. as to increase persons who can commu-
nicate with easy Japanese, to support those who want to become specialists on Japanese

education, as well as to give an ability to work in volunteer Japanese classes.
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