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A longterm observation of litterfall of Japanese Red Cedar in
Sanbe Experimental Forest of Shimane University

Nobuhiro KaNEKO, Shigeo KaTacGirRy, Hiroshi YAMAsHITA, Naoki KiTAOKA

and Akira TOMINAGA

Abstract We observed the amount of litterfall in Japanese red cedar

(Cryptomeria japonica) plantation in western Japan for totally seven years. The

effect of pruning and thinning on the amount of litterfall was also observed.
Annual litterfall was 2.9 to 6.6 ton ha™' yr'and, 60 to 70 % of that was leaf litter. The
studied stand of twenty two year-old had 29.3 ton ha™ of living foliage and 29.3 ton

ha™' of dead foliage attached on the trunk, and it was 10-fold and 2-fold of annual

litterfall, respectively. After pruning, irrespective to the stand density, the amount

of litterfall increased steadily, and after three years the stand shed nearly 70%

litterfall of that in the original forest.
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