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Roles of the university forest in satistying the various social needs
— A case study of the extension course held at the Sambe Forest —
Yoshinobu Ozakr', Kazuo TERADA' and Tamon YAMASHITA®

Abstract The role of the university forest has diversified during the last
decade. Nowadays the university forest provides not only the field for the
university members to study but also the chance for the public to join the academic
activities. We have held the extension course to learn the names of the trees in the
Sambe Forest since 1996. Our extension course consisted of the lectures, the field
work and the examinations. According to the questionnaire survey of the
participants after the course, most of them satisfied with the contents of the course
but they felt the need for more improvement in the field trail. Since the participants
preferred the field work to the indoor lecture, they sought to spend more hours in
the field with well-found trail. Around half of participants won't know the Sambe
Forest unless they took part in the course. It is an effective way to have the
extension course for the public in order to appeal the potential value of the
university forest to satisfy the social needs. As the participants required us to make
it easier to visit the univefsity facilities, e.g., the university forest and the university
farm, we should accept their visit even for the recreational purpose under a certain
condition.
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