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A Study on the Preparation for Employment Condition and Acceptance Consciousness

of the New Labor in Forestry Enterprises

— An Analysis by the Survey to Forestry Enterprises in Shimane Prefecture —

Katsuhisa Ito

Abstract Forestry workers has gradually decreased in recent years. It is an
obvious trend in total number of the forestry workers, specially old-type forestry
workers who were come from farmers in rural area. But a new-type forestry
workers (or who wants to work in forestry) are appeared from urban area. Those
who coming from urban area are so call “U-turn” or “I-turn” and almost them are
young and high-educated people. Such new comer has good possibility to change
the forestry work and operation. When new comers want to enter forestry, it is
very important that the forestry enterprise as an employer can accept them with
enough preparation for employment condition. Accepting the new comers, the
employer must improve not only the wage level but also other basic condition e.g.
from technical training system to residence condition. In such meaning, an
increasing trend of the new comer is a good solution for the forestry worker
problem, but at the same time, it is very troublesome to prepare the quite new
employment conditions for employers. In this paper, I try to analyze the acceptance
consciousness of forestry employer in Shimane prefecture by the questionnaire
survey. As the result, the forestry employers are enough recognizing the impor-
tance of the employment condition development and are improving from which
they easy can do, but they are hesitate to change the condition rapidly because of
financial problem by recent forestry depression and decreasing their contracting
business.
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