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An analysis on gender as a determinant of
attitudes toward the generation of nuclear power

KATAOKA Yoshimi and FUKINO Takashi

(Faculty of Law and Literature, Department of Socio-cultural Studies)

(Abstract)

After the Higashi-Nihon earthquake and the Fukushima Nuclear Power Station accident
in 2011, many people began to have an objection to the generation of nuclear power. Today,
each public opinion survey shows that people who oppose nuclear power generation still hold
a majority. What kind of social background produces these attitudes? The purpose of this
paper is to investigate these attitudes by analyzing survey data collected in February and
March 2014 from residents in Yonago City, Tottori Prefecture. Respondents included people
(over 20 years old) who live within a 30-kilometer radius of the Shimane nuclear power plants.

Because previous surveys found that there was a gender gap in the attitudes toward nuclear
power generation, and because previous studies suggested that a determinant of attitudes toward
nuclear power generation might be gender, we analyzed data differences between men and
women. We found that men’s objections to nuclear power generation seemed to result from
criticism of the inequality brought about by capitalism. On the other hand, women’s objections
to nuclear power generation seemed to come from criticisms of the patriarchal society. The
social institutions which each gender criticized have developed in our modern industrial society.
We can find that each gender is putting forward different approaches to the modern industrial

society through their opposition to nuclear power generation.

Keywords : pros and cons of the generation of nuclear power, gender, modern industrial society



