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An analysis of attitudes toward the generation of
nuclear power among residents in the neighborhood
of reactor facilities

Yoshimi KATAOKA and Takashi FUKINO
(Faculty of Law and Literature, Department of Socio-cultural Studies)

(Abstract)

In February and March 2015, we administered a questionnaire to residents of Kashima-
cho and Shimane-cho in Matsue City, both of which are within a 5-kilometer radius of the
Shimane Nuclear Power Plants, and residents in other areas of Matsue City. Comparing the
data from the two areas, we analyzed attitudes toward the generation of nuclear power
among residents in Kashima-cho and Shimane-cho, i.e., the neighborhood of reactor facilities.
We found that their recognition that they benefited from the Shimane Nuclear Power
Plants resulted in their approval of the generation of nuclear power. However, there was a
tendency for them to be unhappy (ie., not positive) toward the promotion of the generation of
nuclear power in their towns. They seemed to feel powerless to object to the national policy

of nuclear energy. This study demonstrates ambivalence among these residents.

Keywords : pros and cons of the generation of nuclear power, Shimane Nuclear Power Plants,

Kashima-cho, Shimane-cho
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