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Fossil Ophiuroids from the Middle Miocene of the Shimane Peninsula
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Abstract

Fossil ophiuroids rarely known in this country, were recently found at the sea-
coast of the Shimane peninsula, northwest of Matsue City, Shimane Prefecture. They
were collected from fine sandy shale of the Midcle Miocene, associated with such fos-
sils as Propeamnussiun, Palliolum and fish scales. The ophiuroids are rather ill-
preserved, in spite of their abundant occurrence, and may be divided into several species.
In this paper, the writer describes a species which is the most abundant form and is
allied probably to the recent genus Astrophiura. Its brief description based on the
outer moulds of the ventral side is as follows.

Astrophiura? sp. (Textfig. and Plate): Disc pentagonal, covered by fine scales
without granules. Oral slit very large. Oral shields, oral papillae and tooth papillae
are indiscernible. First five or six arm joints inserted laterally and fused with disc,
tapering gradually. Genital clefts not ascertained. Free arms with conspicuous lateral
arm-plates, lacking veatral arm-plates and arm-spines. Average diameter of disc about
4 mm. Length of arms attains about five times as long as the diameter of disc.



