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Scanning Electron Microscopic Observation of the
Spiracular Plate of a

Ixodid Tick
(Ixodes/ spiracular plate/SEM)
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The fine structure of a spiracular plate of the Ixodes which was found in
and a stigma in a spiracular plate.
the wall.
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Many disocoid plates with a central pore surround a central protuberance
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The central pore of the discoid plate
leads to the inner body by a canal with regular furrows on the surface of
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Plate 1. Spiracular plate 8)(Fig. 1) with many discoid plates (arrows) in the ‘marginal
part (Fig. 2) and a protuberance (P) near the stigma (ST)in the center. (Figs. 3,
4) Bcale : pm)

Plate 2. The pore lacking discoid plate (Figs. 6, 7)near the central part of the spiracular
plate. The pore under a discoid plate was exposed.(Fig. 8)

Plate 3. The inner structure of the pore under a discoid plate showing the complicated
surface structure (arrow) on the wall of canal (Figs. 9, 10) and the columns
around the canal (Figs. 11, 12) under discoid plates. :
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