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Then she thought that there was a beginning, and a middle.
She shrank from the last term. She began once more—a beginning.
After that, there was the early middle, then middle middle, late
middle middle, quite late middle. In fact the middle is all T know.
The rest is just a rumour.

Only tonight I can’t give the house away. I'm drunk and so I
need it. And tomorrow, she promised herself, I'll think again. ['ll
work it out, for sure. (p.43)
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Above the horizon, in a baggy vastness which Hattie by herself
occasionally visited, the features of India, her shade, sometimes
rose. India was indignant and scolding. Not mean. Not really mean.
Few people had ever been really mean to Hattie. But India was
annoyed with her. “The garden 1s going to hell, Hattie,” she said.
“Those lilac bushes are all shrivelled.”

“But what can [ do? The hose 1s rotten. It broke. It won’t
reach.”

“Then dig a trench,” said the phantom of India. “Have old Sam dig
a trench. But save the bushes.” (pp. 19—20)
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Heavy rains had fallen while Hattie was away. The sego lilies,
which bloomed only after a wet winter, came up from the loose
dust, especially around. the marl pit; but even on the burnt granite
they seemed to grow. Desert peach was beginning to appear, and
in Hattie’'s yard the rosebushes were filling out. The roses were
yellow and abundant, and the odour they gave off was like that of
damp tea leaves. (p. 22)
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So she stood up and, rising, she had the sensation that she had
gradually become a container for herself. You get old, your heart,
your liver, your lungs seem to expand in size, and the walls of the
body give way outward, swelling, she thought, and you take the
shape of an old jug, wider and wider towards the top. You swell
up with tears and fat. She no longer even smelled to herself like
a woman. Her face with its much-slept-upon skin was only faintly
like her own like a cloud that has changed. Tt was a face. It
became a ball of yarn. It had drifted open. It had scattered. (p. 34)
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