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(1) Chamberlain, John. Review of Dangling Man. New York Times (25 March,
1944), 13.

(2) Fearing, Kenneth. Review of Dangling Man. New York Times Book Review, 49
(26 March, 1944), 5, 15,

(3) Wilson, Edmund. Review of Dangling Man. The New Yorker, 20 (April, 1,
1944), 78, 81.

(4) Mayberry, George. ‘“‘Reading and Writing.”” New Republic, 110 (3 April, 1944),
473.

(5) Rothman, Nathan L. “Introducing An Important New Writer,”’Saturday Review
of Literature, 27 (15 April, 1944), 27.

(6) Trilling, Diana. Review of Dangling Man. Nation, 158 (15 April, 1944), 455.

(7) Anon. ‘‘Introspective Stinker.”” Time, 43 (8 May, 1944), 104,

(8) Schwartz, Delmore. Review of Dangling Man. Partizan Review, 11 (summer,
1944), 348-50.

(9) Schorer, Mark. Review of Dangling Man. Kenyon Review, 6 (summer, 1944),
459-61.
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(1) War produces some strange psychological states that will seem incomprehen-
sible to the next generation that is born and reared in peace. And not the least
among these strange states is that of the young man whose draft board keeps
shuffling him from category to category preventing him from taking a civilian
job, yet refusing to give him an induction notice. 13.

(3) ...but the book is an excellent document on the experience of the non-combat-
ant in time of war.... It is also one of the most honest pieces of testimony on
the psychology of a whole generation who have grown up during the depression.
and war, .., 78.

(5) In this sense his is an interesting war document, his judgment upon the war
world before he plunges beneath its surface. We shall read many afterthoughts
when the war is over ; this is a last forethought. 27.

(7) Millions of young Americans have been through it—months of distressing
uncertainty, expecting a draft call, finding it was not imminent, hearing that it
was, etc—until they are finally put out of their misery by induction. But this is
the first self-pitying novel about the depression. 104.

(8) Here, for the first time I think, the experience of a new generation has been
seized and recorded.... This is the experience of the generation that has come
to maturity during the depression, the sanguine period of the New Deal, the
days of the Popular Front and the days of Munich, and the slow, loud, ticking
imminence of a new war. 348-49,
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(1) “Dangling Man” is set down in diary form, which is always an excuse for
formlessness. 13.

(4) In the present instance we may be grateful that Mr. Bellow did not see fit to
employ throughout his book the techniques of the conventional novel, because
the diary form has enabled him to present a complete and different individual
in the round, an event that is rare and wonderful in modern American writing.
473,

(8) And the use of the journal as a form blocks off the interesting shift of per-
spective that could be gained by pressing Joseph through eyes of some person of
the preceding generation. 350.
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(1) “Dangling Man” brings home the ultimate horror of war without ever getting
close to the front lines. For what can be more horrible than a state of things in
which men must exult at the loss of freedom? 13.

(2) In this imaginative journal, set against fresh and vivid scenes in Chicago, the
author has outlined what must seem to many others an uncannily accurate
delineation of themselves. 473.

(3) but the book is an excellent document on the experience of the noncombatant
in time of war. It is well written and never dull—in spite of the dismalness of
the Chicago background and the undramatic character of the subject. It is also
one of the most honest pieces of testimony on the psychology of a whole gen-
eration who have grown up during the depression and war.... 78.

(4) T had occasion to say, ‘‘After the arid politicalism and the ill fitting heroics
of much of the writing of the thirties, it is good to find a large number of
young writers examining the differences between men and the perilous depths
within them. It is good to find them need reminding that psychology and
craftsmanship are not enough, are helpless in the absence of the moral imagi-
nation.” Mr. Bellow is in no need of this admonition. 473.

(5) I have been trying to say also, in all this, that Saul Bellow is a writer of
great original powers. Quite apart from the pressing interest of the material he
had chosen for his book (a first novel, incidentally), he writes with obvious style
and mastery, with a sharp cutting to the quick of language, with a brilliance of
thought. This is a successful piece of work everywhere you examine it, and
ought to be the herald of a fine literary career. 27.

(6) Mr. Bellow is talented and clever and he writes with control and precision.
But “Dangling Man’’ is not the kind of novel I like. I find myself deeply
opposed to novels of sterility —or, rather, to small novels of sterility. 455,

(7) Dangling Man is a very carefully written book. As the publishers say, it is a
sympathetic and understanding study of a young man struggling with his soul.
104.

(8) As a novel, the faults of Dangling Man come mainly from the fact that it is
somewhat too linear in its movement and contained within too small an orbit.
350.

(9) both [THE DANGLING MAN and RETURN OF THE TRAVELLER] fail to be
completely satisfying. They come to the reader, in some way, raw, their material
lumpish and unrefined, the terms of fiction not wholly achieved ; both talk
about their themes too much, and present them too little, or too badly. 460.
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(10) Fieldler, Leslie A. “Saul Bellow.”” Prairie Schooner, 31 (summer, 1957), 103-
10.

(11) Eisinger, Chester E. “Saul Bellow : Love and Identity.”” Accent, 18 (summer,
1958), 179-203,

(12) Hassan, Ihab H. ““Saul Bellow : Five Faces of a Hero.” Critique, 3 (summer,
1960), 28-36.

(13) Alter, Robert. “The Stature of Saul Bellow.” Midstream, 10 (December 1964),
3-15.

(14) Shaw, Peter. “The Tough Guy Intellectual.” Critical Quarterly, 8 (spring,
1966), 13-28.

(15) Stock, Irwin. “The Novels of Saul Bellow.” Southern Review, 3 (winter, 1967),
13-42,

(16) Morrow, Patrick. ‘“Threat and Accommodation : The Novels of Saul Bellow.”’
Midwest Quarterly, 8 (summer, 1967), 389-411.

(17) Baker, Sheridan. ““‘Saul Bellow’s Bout with Chivalry.” Criticism, 9 (spring,
1967), 109-122.

(18) Kramer, Maurice. ‘“The Secular Mode of Jewishness.”” Works, 1 (autumn,
1967), 99-116.

(19) Raider, Ruth. ““Saul Bellow.”” Cambridge Quarterly, 2 (spring, 1967), 172-83.

(20) Kazin, Alfred. ‘“Bellow’s Purgatory.”” New York Review of Books, 10 (28
March, 1968), 32-36.

(21) Baim, Joseph. ‘“Escape from Intellection: Saul Bellow’s Dangling Man.”
University Review, 37 (autumn, 1970), 28-34.

(22) Updike, John. ¢Draping Raidance with a Worn Veil.”” The New Yorker, 51
(15 September, 1976), 122-30.
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(10) But it is fresh beyond all expectation, unlike any American war book before
or since, ... 106.

(14) In each respect, Dangling Man, Bellow’s war novel, is the opposite of An
Farewell to Arms. 23,

(16) it is a radical departure from the standard naturalistic war novel, typified by
The Naked and the Dead. 397.
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(11) While Bellow seems to succumb to despair and his protagonist seems to
welcome self-immolation and self-effacement in regimentation, Bellow’s peristent
assumptions throughout .the book [Dangling Man] are the constants that appear
in all his work. 183.

(13) His first novel, Dangling Man (1944), is probably the least interesting from
a formal point of view, though its thematic concerns are archetypal for Bellow’s
fiction. ... 5.

(20) In this first novel we see all the typical themes of Bellow’s later fiction : the
intellectual orientation of experience, the emphasis on troubles, the search for
salvation. 33.
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(10) his first novel [is] a little over-admired and read by scarcely anyone....
Dangling Man is not an entirely successful book : it is a little mannered, a little

incoherent, obviously a first novel. But it is fresh beyond all expectation. ... 103
-106.

(15) Bellow’s first novel, Dangling Man, has the smallest scope of any of his
fiction. The novel is, however, quite innovative..,. 397,

(19) His first novel, Dangling Man, is a drab little book.... 173.
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(12) Dangling Man shows an acutely contemporary awareness; it is hungry,
bitterly ironic, introspective. ... Joseph...seems a curious combination of Oblomov,
Hamlet, Kafka’s K, and Dostoyesky’s Underground Man. 29.

(17) Although the question not only of finding the right construction but of bridg-
ing the gap between it and ‘‘the real world, the truth”’ remains unanswered,
Bellow has mentioned the courtly lover and the knight, an ideal construction he
is to try out at greater imaginative length. 114,

(18) In his first two novels Saul Bellow is directly concerned with the relationship
of pathetic alienation and responsible goodness.... At the end, when the army:
finally calls, he takes the leash with relief, with a sardonic cheer for regimen-
tation. But that sardonic cheer is made with something of the grace with which
Joseph has wanted to meet his suffering. 111.
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(22) But after making one’s way through the worldly mass of “Humboldt’s Gift,”
so rich in information and speculation, one wonders if, for Bellow’s kind of
dangling, rather doing, man, the shorter length and implicative texture of the
youthful book [Dangling Man] weren’t better. 128,
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