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“This is God’s curse on slavery!—a bitter, bitter, most accursed thing!—a curse
to the master and a curse to the slave! I was a fool to think I could make
anything good out of such a deadly evil. It is a sin to hold a slave under laws
like ours,—I always felt it was,—1I always thought so when I was a girl,—1

thought so still more after I joined the church; but I thought I could gild it over,



F R & B 19

—1I thought, by kindness, and care, and instruction, I could make the condition
of mine better than freedom—fool that I was!” (45-46, T#i5|H#)
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There stood the two children, representatives of the two extremes of society. The
fair, high—bred child, with her golden head, her deep eyes, her spiritual, noble
brow, and prince—like movements; and her black, keen, subtle, cringing, yet
acute neighbor. They stood the representatives of their races. The Saxon, born of
ages of cultivation, command, education, physical and moral eminence; the Aftic,

born of ages of opression, submission, ignorance, toil, and vice! (275-76)
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“I don’t know. One thing is certain,—that there is a mustering among the
masses, the world over; and there is a dies iriae coming on, sooner or later. The
same thing is working in Europe, in England, and in this country. My mother
used to tell me of a millennium that was coming, when Christ should reign, and
all men should be free and happy. And she taught me, when I was a boy, to
pray, ‘Thy kingdom come.” . . . But who may abide the day of His appearing?”
(260-61)
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The savage words none of them reached that ear!—a higher voice there was
saying, “Fear not them that kill the body, and, after that, have no more that they
can do.” Nerve and bone of that poor man’s body vibrated to those words, as if

touched by the finger of God; and he felt the strength of a thousand souls in

one. . . . His soul throbbed,—his home was in sight,—and the hour of release
seemed at hand. (454-55, TH#E5IH#E)
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