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Stratigraphy of bottom sediments in Lake Tougou-ike, Tottori Prefecture and

non-glacial varves

Megumi Kato', Hitoshi Fukusawa', Yoshinori Yasuda® and Osamu Fujiwara®

Abstract: Sequential cores of laminated lake sediments which consist of alternations of light-
and dark-lamina, were taken from Lake Tougou-ike, western Japan. The sedimentary micro-
structures of these sediment cores, and the relationships between numbers of lamina and
calendar dates calculated from "“C dates suggested the following; 1) The laminated sediments
-are non-glacial varved sediments, deposited from about 9,000 to 2,000 cal yr. BP. 2) High-
resolution investigations of magnetic susceptibility, mineral compositions by powder x-ray
diffraction method and physical properties of these sediments revealed environmental
changes around Lake Tougou-ike during Holocene. 3) Flood events and volcanic eruptions of
Mt. Sambe around 4,300 years ago were recorded in the sediments. Based on above-
mentioned investigations for environmental changes, we indicated that centurial- and
millennial-scale changes in accumulation rates are detected from the thickness of the varves,
and suggest that these non-glacial sediments are very useful to determine accurate

chronological dates of these environmental changes.
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Fig.1 Index map of Lake Tougou-ike, Tottori
Prefecture, western Japan.
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Fig.2 Location of coring site of Lake Tougou-ike.
Coring site is located at 35° 28' 58" N,133° 55' 23"
E and 2 meters in water depth.
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Fig. 3 Lithostratigraphy of the bottom sediments of Lake Tougou-ike with calendar dates These calendar dates are
calibrated base on standard calibration curve by Kitagawa and van der Plicht (1997).
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Fig4 Sketch showing the primary sedimentary
structures within thin sections of varved sediments
under optical microscope. Arrows in this figure show
boundaries between dark layers and superposed light
layers. Sediments between horizontal arrows and
superposed them indicate annual layer formed.
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Fig. Sa Photographs showing macroscopic sedimentary stuctures of varved sediments in Lake Tougou-ike.
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Fig.6 Diagram showing relationships between varve-counted dates and calibrated "*C dating data. We
used Kikai-Akahoya tephra (K-Ah) layer as control core depth in this figure, and think that varve
counted dates of Kikai-Akahoya tephra (K-Ah) was deposited 7,300 years ago. Calendar dates were
caliculated from "C dating data by using calibration curve of Kitagawa and Van der Plicht(1997) .
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Fig.7 Stratigraphy of non-glacial varved sediments in Lake Tougou-ike, sequential changes of mineral components and
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investigated. Magnetic suscepitibility (SI) were normalized by using weight values of samples.
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Fig.8 Events of floods and volcanic activities recorded in the bottom sediments of Lake Tougou-ike. upper: ages of
floods detected by changes in chlorite & kaolinite contents, lower: ages of volcanic eruptions detected by changes in

feldspar contents
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Fig.9 Changes in accumulation rates of bottom sediments in Lake Tougou-ike from 9,000 to 2,000 cal. yr. BP.
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Fig.10 Diagram showing relationships among the
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including both lamina.
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