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A study on the cave sites at Shimane Peninsula
— a trial excavation at Sarugahana Todai cave site,
Mihonoseki town, Yatuka gun, Shimane Prefecture —

Fumiaki Takehiro", Sadayuki Watanabe”, Kazuhiro Ege” and Rituo Uchida®

Abstract: There are many caves along Shimane Peninsula coast, and they are considered
the sea caves. Some of them were used by the ancient people for dwellings or other
purposes, and remain as the archaeological sites. These cave sites are located facing the
coastal line, so it is considered that the ancient people who would use or used the cave sites
were influenced by the sea level changes or other environmental changes. And for these
reasons, researches of the cave sites contribute to not only archaeological studies but also

palaeo-environmental studies and so on.

With these aims, we carried out a trial excavation at Sarugahana To6dai cave site,
Mihonoseki town, Yatuka gun, Shimane prefecture, and found archaeological materials of

the Jomon period.

Key words: cave site, sea cave, Shimane Peninsula, sea level changes, Sarugahana Tddai

cave site.
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Fig. 1. Map of Sarugahana Todai cave site
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Fig. 4. Cross section and stratigrafical profile of Sarugahana Tddai cave site
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Fig. 5. Potsherd excavated at Sarugahana T6dai cave site
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Distant view of Sarugahana T6dai cave site (1) and Sarugahana cave site (2)

2 Bhe s 3 BMMEE
View of the site Close view of the site
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Excavation at the site Potsherd and obsidian flakes excavated at the site
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