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There must, indispensably, be a type of newspaper man—the man whose ideal is the energetic
reporter. I should like to bafouer the vulgarity and hideousness of this—the impudent invasion

of privacy—the extinction of all conception of privacy, etc. (Notebooks 19)
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Mr. Dosson never doubted that George M. Flack was remarkably bright. He represented
the newspaper, and the newspaper for this man of genial assumptions represented—well, all
other representations whatever. To know Delia and Francie thus attended by an editor or a

correspondent was really to see them dancing in the central glow. (22-23)
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When Francie made the point that Mr. Probert was neither a count nor a lord her sister
rejoined that she didn’t care whether he was or not. To this Francie replied that she herself
didn’t care, but that Delia ought to for consistency.

“Well, he’s a prince compared with Mr. Flack,” Delia declared.

“He hasn’t the same ability; not half.”

“He has the ability to have three sisters who are just the sort of people I want you to know.”
(56, emphasis added)
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“[A] formidable force seemed to lurk in the great contention that the star of matrimony for
the American girl was now shining in the east—in England and France and Italy. They had
only to look round anywhere to see it: what did they hear of every day in the week but of the

engagement of somebody no better than they to some count or some lord?” (55)
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He [Flack] was not a specific person, but had beyond even Delia Dosson, in whom we have
facially noted it, the quality of the sample or advertisement, the air of representing a “line of
goods” for which there is a steady popular demand. ... As every copy of the newspaper answers
to its name, Miss Dosson’s visitor would have been quite adequately marked as “young

commercial American.” (14)
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All things, with him, referred themselves to print, and print meant simply infinite reporting, a
promptitude of announcement, abusive when necessary, or even when not, about his fellow-
citizens. He poured contumely on their private life, on their personal appearance, with the best

conscience in the world. (Bostonians 117)
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“Lord, you're too sweet!” George Flack cried with an illuminated stare. “Do you suppose I'd
ever touch a cent of your father’s money?” —a speech not rankly hypocritical, inasmuch as the
young man, who made his own discriminations, had never been guilty, and proposed to himself
never to be, of the indelicacy of tugging at his potential father-in-law’s purse-strings with his
own hand. (65-66)
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“Oh I'm very careful about what I put in the paper. I want everything, as I told you; don’t you
remember the sketch I gave you of my ideals? But I want it in the right way and of the right
brand. If I can’t get it in the shape I like it I don’t want it at all; first-rate first-hand information,
straight from the tap, is what I'm after. I don’t want to hear what some one or other thinks that
some one or other was told that some one or other believed or said; and above all I don’t want

to print it. There’s plenty of that flowing in, and the bet part of the job’s to keep it out” (123)
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It is a remarkable fact that as a family they were rather disappointed in this composition, in
which their curiosity found less to repay it than it had expected, their resentment against Mr.
Flack less to stimulate it, their fluttering effort to take the point of view of the Proberts less to
sustain it, and their acceptance of the promulgation of Francie’s innocent remarks as a natural

incident of the life of the day less to make them reconsider it. (164)
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[S]he thought of the lively and chatty letters they had always seen in the papers and wondered
if they all meant a violation of sanctities, a convulsion of homes, a burning of smitten faces, a
rupture of girls’ engagements. It was present to her as an agreeable negative, I must add, that

her father and sister took no strenuous view of her responsibility or of their own.... (166)
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She [Francie] flushed at this characterization [that filthy rubbish] of Mr. Flack’s epistle, but
returned as with more gravity: “I'm very sorry—very sorry indeed. But evidently I'm not

delicate.”



He looked at her, helpless and bitter. “It’s not the newspapers in your country that would
have made you so. Lord, they’re too incredible! And the ladies have them on their tables.”

“You told me we couldn’t here—that the Paris ones are too bad,” said Francie.

“Bad they are, God knows; but they’ve never published anything like that—poured forth such

a flood of impudence on decent quiet people who only want to be left alone.” (197)
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So TNDVAMICHRHENENE I 2EME LT $/2, SOEMEY Y —F Y X200
TV YTF 4TS [HHoE] ERALTVWREVWESI DI TRV, L2rL, 22T
MEE Lo, Pry—FVRXLETITANY =37 ) T 7 4 OBBERZ OFERDH
DT =< ENTVURDDS, [IMEH] THDHFlack DY ¥ —F 1) A b LTOEREL,
ZNEHPOMETHIZERVIC [WHLE] BPREFTELLVWHIZLTHE, TDDIC
RT) T 4 R ARG EN TS, SZICEHLNIITIANY —BROW
LEWPEboTWE, TLTENICITE, BHROMELRELEDLDoTVEIDTH S,

I

TIANY—GFHRICE > TRREINDZIOTEHLINED, HIHEOALIZE S
TREBYICHRTA2DDTEH b, TIANY —REI PRV EMINTLENTH
S>ThH, TORANE LTOMK L, BHERICE—EHTIANT—FEOLN LN LD H
5L, ERAGEROGLAHL T IANY —%2HBTAIETAREBDLIETLH S,
ZLT, 3R I—a v SRR E, BIOBURB L OZERAICHY T 0L A
LML LNk, EEE, Probert —EICE 5T, ZORBLFIZNIEIEFA—-V YL
RADLDESDES ) D FDREFII DWW T Francie & kB DA% D THEIZ, Flack
2 HPIT B

Well now, if you want to know, it’s a bigger pose than ever, and, as I said just now, it’s too
damned cheap. It’s thin—that’s what it is; and if it were genuine it wouldn’t count. They
pretend to be shocked because it looks exclusive, but in point of fact they like it first-rate.
(181)

Flack &, #E5DR DX [FHD ] THY, EBEIFRICASTWDLEDELEFH, TIHARY
% 51E, S 1% Francie ICFNIT EEBEE RSO3 72D725 9 %% Flack 34 LIEICZEFD
BHZZ )l 5,

They [the Proberts] know what’s in the papers every day of their lives and they know how it
got there. ... They're just grabbing a pretext to break because—because, well, they don’t think
you're blue blood. (182-83)

2% ), Francie 2EIEOM & T \\A 5, Probert —&IE, %% Gaston 7 5BV 349
JWVOFEZEDITF2L V) DTHL, THIZHGTORFICHTHHAH#EE LTI EL
ZHFLBRVEDICEZ 20D L nd, EEL»20HENIED 5. KlZEP LRI,
Probert & W) BV E L TWA2S, FEIZZOMBIIIMEIITIREX GV H L, D
0, PO Probert KB & VK - F D Gaston D= A\ & Gaston Dhili7zH = N il o H i
TRZEFNE LS5 VDTH 5. ilitk= NTEKRIZHE W TW5 (morganatic marriage ¥ %
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) oT, BEREHEO—BE L TED SN2, Probert & Gaston IEFRE LTL2A
BNV, ZNTHRXBUIIER LM END S X 9 7225, Gaston 1Z5DE ZAHFHLREXE
PED e\, PEHIE, WHRORBTH Y MERTH D L) T & T & D RO Kb IC
AL TBoTVBRICTELRVEEZOLND,

% 3T T, Probert KD Z L #HUM L &9 & LT, Flack 278 b H T H 52Tk VT,
LS ZHS BV EVIRERIKDLZ Y — FPHIFOEN TV, [HDICHICHEA
TLEST, EZICANVRALELDLD? SR \WEE] (“one of those families that have worked
down so far you can’t find where they went in" ) &\ 9 BZRID W= KB, %5 25 LB
DERIGIZLDPWHRWI EERIRLTWA, €9 L72H LD #% Gaston H 5 23 @ Susan
(de Brecourt J2 A\ ) ICBECHTHIAH 5 6

“[’'m] Always [difficult] at any rate to find a wife for. I'm neither fish nor flesh. I've no country,
no career, no future; I offer nothing; I bring nothing. What position under the sun do I confer?
There’s a fatuity in our talking as if we could make grand terms. You and the others are well
enough: qui prend mari prend pays, and you've names about which husbands take a great stand.
(80)

WHOZNEEREEAEEL, HOOMMEZLESETWLITAED, BHE [HEobDL D
LMobDEdOhe\v] LFFZ 5 Gaston IZEIZHEHETH S, Gaston DF ), 7TV AD
BE [REFIVNZZLOREZFICVWRL] &iE, £33, 77 Y ZAORBKBHAIT [H
B X o TR LD AALZHERBOZEDORN Z IRWIZIR L TWwb, Gaston (2
EoTlE, ZHLRRZHHALT, 79 Y AATHizbER U L9 RAEEE KT 512
X, BEOBRERIET 200 REORENVZLEDTH L. ERHHOPLIIVZT AU I A
LYEERIET DI, DT AVAIANTHLIWHBELIZT AV I AR TV ZE, D
IVEHCT IV AOHRBHINLEIHICTRBELTLE) 2L ZEKRT 2. Z0bI X,
Gaston & Francie % B ORIEICHAT 5 OIZIEFIEELZ L, ML OHE D Ko
WP ELI RO TH 5,
CHOLABE»SRET L, BIZEDFlack DHAFEELEZ T OTL b #)H,
Probert —%, FFICZADHitkE ZDOR/I=HIZE 5> TE, BHEDT T4 /37 —H3IC
FhNI2ZE XY, Flack 8 TAE)TTO—o2DOKZEHET S LD RUEERE: [7
AVHN] TR —RICHZ AN EOFDVPEELDEL VW b, 22, 20
HRFITHERL T, LHFICHBL T2 50 2 T2 L8 H 5. BlIZ, Flack 2K & %
TARE L72&w) 2L ® K Maxime de Cliché b, Tilifif ™ Alphones de Brécourt 3, Gaston
BT AV ADSRo T BEMBTIE, b9 Flack D Z L i3> TBL o RELZL, ]
BRI E =TT L TWwD, 29 LBEREZEO TRML 7 Gaston 1&, KADMHFK
Waterlow & D355 D H T “They [the Proberts] never believed in her [Francie] from the first.
My father was perfectly definite about it. At heart they never accepted her...(204)" & & T\
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