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Discussion on the Relationship between Depopulation and
Aging in Villages and Residents’ Attitudes toward Their Life:
Using Survey Data from the Hilly and Mountainous Areas of

Shimane Prefecture

KATAOKA Yoshimi
(Faculty of Law & Literature, Shimane University)

(Abstract]

This paper examines the relationship between depopulation and aging in villages and residents’
attitudes toward their life, by analyzing the data from a survey administered to residents 20 years of age
and over in linan-cho (a town in Iishi county, Shimane prefecture) in January 2012.

Using three categorical variables regarding the population of each village in linan-cho (i.e., the
ratio of aging, the increasing rate of the population, and the increasing rate of households), this paper
compares and contrasts the effect of depopulation and aging in villages on residents’ attitudes toward
their life. Analysis of variance showed the following tendencies. 1) There is a linear relationship between
a sense of crisis about continuance of their villages and depopulation and aging in villages. However, 2)
the attachment to their villages and the feeling of closeness among residents decline as depopulation and
aging in villages progress at the beginning, and then, especially in the case of the elderly (people over 65
years old), these attitudes become positive and recover when depopulation and aging in villages progress
considerably. This suggests more research is necessary to clarify why residents in villages in critical
situation show more positive attitudes toward their community life.

Key words : depopulation and aging in villages, attitudes toward life, “marginal village”
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