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Patients with schizophrenia who then develop cancer often have a variety of complicated medical and
psychiatric problems. We have previously reported on the consultation-liaison service for those patients
referred from psychiatric hospitals to our hospital. Patients with severe psychiatric symptoms often re-
turned to their original psychiatric hospital without having received adequate cancer treatment.

In this report, we surveyed the current state of the cancer treatment of schizophrenic patients at several
psychiatric hospitals in Shimane prefecture based on a questionnaire survey. We sent a questionnaire to
eight psychiatric hospitals. The total number of inpatients at these 8 hospitals was 1873, including 1090
patients with schizophrenia (58%). Of these schizophrenic patients, ten patients had cancer at that time.
Eight patients had received cancer treatment to some degree at affiliated general hospitals, 2 patients,
however, could not receive cancer treatment due to either their severe psychotic symptoms or cognitive
deterioration. Although some patients received cancer treatment without a sufficient understanding of the
cancer diagnosis and treatment, they regularly visited general hospitals for observation. Regarding the
preparation for such patients being hospitalized at general hospitals, there was generally a good relation-
ship with the nearby general hospitals. The fact that even a small number of the patients are unable to
receive appropriate cancer treatment is thus considered a problem which needs to addressed in the future

by our consultation-liaison psychiatrists.
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