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Amounts of Nutrient Elements Returned by Litter Fall
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Table 1 General description of sampling plots
studied

Plot No. Year  Tree density b3 " Basal area Above ground biomass

1 1975 1213 12.68 10.3 21.78 61.56
1978 862 n.n n.8 n.n 38.28
2 1975 1628 n.62 101 20.45 56.13
1978 1266 na 12.2 14.26 46,04
3 1975 2382 10.94 9.7 29.00 79.66
1978 1930 "6 12.0 24.35 79.26
4 1975 3590 10.08 9.2 34.82 93.92
1978 3278 10.50 n.e 35.44 114,83
s 1975 2625 1212 9.8 44.12 125.26
1978 2373 n.3 n.s 35.91 119.40
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Fig. 1. Seasonal change of amount of litter fall.
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Table 2 Amounts of litter fall in a deciduous
broad-leaved forest at Sanbe

Flowers

Plot  year Leaves lleedles Branches Barks and Others  Totals
No. §eids
) 1975 356,94 0.09 5422 1013 13.61  11.66  446.65
1976 357.35 017 60.79 9.19  83.5¢  27.82  538.86
1977 355.34 0.58  317.50 49.33 722,75
1978 304.08 019 12.42 3.06 8543 11.39  416.57
2 1975 308.77 0.26 18412 526 1478 18.43  s31.64
1976 351.28 0.67 111.58 5.3¢ 16,29  35.48  520.64
1977 314.08 0.89  48.30 - - ®.9 4208
1978 316.65 0.42 1495 132 2675 16.65  376.74
3 1975 418.25 2.80  130.71 .00 7.97  21.74  585.47
1976 499.05 49 9.9 709 2832 29.05  664.43
1977 455.24 9.8 73.70 - 52.75  591.67
1978 291.26 9.68  14.03 2.51 773 13.50 33871
] 1975 278.50  91.96  98.26  13.88  66.54  15.95  565.10
1976 279.08 10438 318.93  19.26  21.95  18.75  762.35
1977 8.4 M9.91 9.9 - 5311 546.22
1978 258,51 96.28  81.55 9.00  46.63  15.77  507.74
5 1975 17604 21006 102.94  30.14  23.72  11.85  554.3
1976 187.73  215.54 180,27 42.86  37.39  27.79  691.58
1977 19338 291.20  281.37 - 98.15  864.06
1978 208.87 18293 46.34  31.52  14.38  12.05  496.09
Rotes : g/m? oven dry basis
1975 (1975. fpr.11--1976.Mar.11) 1976 ( 1976. pr.13--1977 .Har.29 )
1977 ( 1977.tpr.30--1978.Har.28 ) 1978 ( 1978.Mar.29--1978.0ec.15 )
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Fig. 4. Seasonal change of nutrient concentration of litter fall,
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Table 3 Mean concentration of nutrient
elements of litter fall

Flower

Leaf leedle  Branch Bark Seed Other ( 1 oven dry )
Pl N 169 — 0.52 1.25 1.3 1.78
P 0067 —— 0.026  0.062  0.119  0.115
K033 — 0.12 0.14 0.37 0.32
G 1y — 0.61 2.4 1.3 1.22
Mg 044 — on 0.20 0.27 0.29
P2 N 185 — 1.23 1.81 1.0 0
P 0.060 — 0.041  0.075  0.109  0.080
K 033 — 0.10 on 0.66 0.32
ca La — 2.20 1.66 nn 1.08
Mg 0.5  —— 0.16 0.19 0.25 0.3
P3N 1.2 0.75 0.5 118 1.62 1.89
P 0.051  0.03 004  0.071  0.30  0.125
K 029 0.5 o0.08 0.4 0.33 0.24
ca 1.4 0.59  0.97 1.30 1.02 0.99
Mg 0.46 020  0.16 0.20 0.30 0.30
P-4 N 0.9 0.67 042 0.68 0.87 09
P 0.041  0.027 001  0.036  0.066  0.072
K025 0.09 0.0 0.08 0.43 0.17
ca  1.29 0.57 .10 1.29 0.59 0.76
Mg 0.30 0.1z 0.2 0.17 0.15 0.13
P5 N 1.2 0.5 0.49 0.42 0.92 0.69
P 0.045 0023 0.026  0.00  0.05  0.039
0.18 0.07  0.05 0.06 0.18 0.06
ca  1.63 0.58  0.68 0.n 0.5¢ 0.55
0.31 oM 0.09 0.10 0.13 0.10

Table 4 Amounts of nutrient elements of
litter fall in a deciduous broad-leaved forest

FI®  Year  Nitrogen  Phosphorus  Potessiun  Celciun  Magnestum
1 1975 82.53 2.82 .47 95.60 14.55
1976 76.94 433 16.27 n.95 23.87
1977 75.72 3.46 19.80 58.40 19.52
1978 65.91 3.25 13.74 74.25 16.22
2 1975 86.38 2.95 10.73 116.93 14.74
1976 74.20 3.21 15.13 84.17 20.75
1977 57.82 2.40 20.32 28.05 27.46
1978 .62 2. 14.82 52.91 18.94
3 1975 88.76 2.9 12.30 96.48 16.83
1976 58.32 3.50 19.16 102.71 28.27
1977 70.58 313 14.28 464 26.25
1978 42.30 1.84 9.33 46.33 14.50
4 1975 6. 2.26 10.23 74.36 14,16
1976 43.60 2.3% 13.07 86.24 16.60
1977 41.25 2.07 9.57 37.43 7.07
1978 40.17 1.9 10.17 52,22 10.96
5 1975 50.96 1Kl 6.41 0.4 9.86
1976 42.50 2.02 8.15 67.13 12.23
1977 54.66 2.81 5.3 59.28 .40
1978 39.37 1.70 5.79 51.49 9.53

lotes : kg/ha
1975 ( 1975.4pr.11--1976.Mar.11 ) 2976 ( 1976.Apr.13--1977.Mar.29 )
1977 ( 1977.Mar.30--1978.1ar.28 ) 1978 ( 1978.Kar.29--1978.Dec.15 )

112kg/ha THEZE) b »72 h K& L, 1975 « 19764 It
~NT1977 « 1978FED /2 { iz > T 5., Mg DBETEIF
7.0~28.3kg/ha T1976 « 19774EHS% {, 1978 h3
DIz iz >Tn3,
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phosphorus and potassium concentration became lower from

to autumn, but the calcium and magnes
nitrogen and phosphorus concentration of flower and seed litter became higher in

May-June of flowering time and October-November of fruiting time.

August and winter of snow fall.
The concentration of nutrient elements of leaf litter showed the clearest seasonal

variation. The nitrogen,

The amounts of litter fall were measured for four years from 1975 to 1978 in a
spring

deciduous broad-leaved forest at Sanbe Forest of Shimane Un

nutrient elements of litter fall were also measured.
as being characteristic of the deciduous broad-leaved forest. Branch litter fell much in

April-May,
damage was no relation to the decrease rate of litter fall.

1. Concerning to the seasonal variation of litter fall,
2. The annual amount of total litter fall increased from 1975 to 1977, and decreased to

1978. This tendency was same as for the leaf litter. The snow damage at January in
1978 was influence upon the amount of litter fall. However, the degree of snow
4. The amounts of nutrients returned by litter fall did not change for four years as

flowering and fruiting time.
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PLOT 2 ( middle

part of slope )

PLOT 3 ( middle part of slope )

Flowers
Period Leaves Needles Branches Barks and Others Totals
Seeds
1975 Apr.11--May 12 1.31 0.01 81.30 0.90 0.39 3.33 87.24
May 13--Jun.12 3.66 —— 1.15 0.02 0.64 3.09 8.56
Jun.13--Jul.12 3.55 .- 0.26 0.12 0.30 1.1 5.34
Jul.13--Aug.12 4.12 + 0.32 1.18 1.70 4.97 12.29
Aug.13--Sep.12 17.36 - 20.35 0.12 7.76 2.56 48.15
Sep.13~-0ct.12 41.31 --- 0.19 0.19 2.1 1.41 45.81
Oct.13--Nov.11  127.69 --- 2.01 0.29 0.58 0.81 131.38
Nov.12--Dec.10  105.04 0.18 6.26 0.16 0.22 0.09 111.95
Dec.11--Mar.12 4.73 0.07 72.28 2.30 0.48 1.06 80.92
1976 Mar.13--Apr.12  ( no measurement )
Apr.13--May 14 0.69 - 53.95 2.29 2.00 2.58 61.51
May 15--Jun.11 2.39 - 1.15 0.38 3.30 1.90 9.12
Jun.12--Ju1.12 3. --- 1.46 0.26 1.56 0.92 7.9
Jul.13--Aug. 8 6.83 0.02 0.60 0.06 1.45 4.82 13.78
Aug. 9--Sep.15 27.98 0.32 10.37 1.7 2.85 12.48 55.17
Sep.16--0ct.11 41.42 0.02 2.72 0.49 0.53 1.95 47.13
Oct.12~-Nov.11  229.36 0.17 3.98 0.42 4.08 6.91 244.92
Nov.12--Dec.11 37.10 0.1 13.18 0.27 0.52 0.43 51.61
VQec.12--Mar.29 1.80 0.03 24.17 ( no classify ) 3.49 29.49
1977 Mar.30--Apr.30  0.09  0.05 0.40  ( no classify ) 7,62 7.16
May 1--May 31 1.60 0.09 0.58 ( no classify ) 5.53 7.80
Jun. 1-=dul. 2 4,26 - 4.75 ( no classify ) 2.76 1.77
Jul. 3--Jul.31 5.12 - 0. ( no classify ) 8.61 13.84
Aug. 1--Aug.30 12.26 --- 0.31 ( no classify ) 4.7 17.28
Aug.31--Sep.29 34.76 - 0.67 ( no classify ) 2.87 38.30
Sep.30--0ct.31 89.45 - 1.36 ( no classify ) 3.19 94.00
Nov. 1--Nov.30 141.33 0.54 3.82 ( no classify ) 4.93 150.62
Dec. 1--Dec.16 22.36 --- 2.38 ( no classify ) 1.44 26.18
Dec.17--Mar.28 2.85 0.21 33.92 1.67 0.85 10.73 50.23
1978 Mar.29--May 1 0.96 0.05 3.33 0.20 0.67 0.58 5.79
May 2--May 31 3.48 - 2.22 0.19 2.93 2.1 11.53
dJun. 1--Jun.29 4.78 + 0.29 0.03 0.20 2.37 7.67
Jun.30--Jul.31 5.96 + 0.35 0.03 3.07 3.46 12.87
Aug. 1--Aug.31 7.16 -——— 0.3 0.05 12.37 3.40 23.29
Sep. 1--0Oct. 2 28.50 - 1.10 0.37 3.99 1.93 35.89
Oct. 3--0ct.31 122.84 0.01 2.28 0.15 0.75 1.45 127.48
Nov. 1--Nov.30 139.91 0.36 4,65 0.23 2.38 0.66 148.19
Dec. 1--Dec.15 3.06 + 0.42 0.07 0.39 0.09 4.03

Flowers
Period Leaves Needles Branches Barks and Others Totals
Seeds

1975 Apr.11--May 12 2.00 0.43 2.48 0.52 0.12 6.65 12.20
May 13--Jun.12 6.37 0.06 4.02 0.36 1.53 4.07 16.41
Jun.13--Jul.12 6.65 0.03 8.92 0.12 2.17 1.35 19.24
Jul.13--Aug.12 4.53 + 0.95 0.26 0.97 2.81 9.52
Aug.13--Sep.12 17.49 0.16 35.96 0.63 0.64 2.62 57.50
Sep.13--0ct.12 16.38 + 1.04 0.03 0.10 1.34 18.89
Oct.13--Nov.11  182.60 0.02 6.57 0.37 1.61 1.34 192.51
Nov.12--Dec.10  180.04 1.87 $6.18 0.23 0.52 0.46 239.30
Dec.11--Mar.12 2.19 0.23 14.59 1.48 0.31 1.10 19.90
1976 Mar.13--Apr.12  ( no measurement )
Apr.13--May 14 2.58 0.28 1.09 0.55 8.31 9.16 21.97
May 15--Jun.11 3.85 0.05 0.59 0.28 2.3 3.18 10.26
Jun.12--Jul.12 10.83 0.02 0.88 0.54 3.49 2.53 18.29
Jul.13--Aug. 8 11.01 0.05 1.21 0.51 1.40 3.65 17.83
Aug. 9--Sep.15 31.61 1.62 24.M 4.08 2.67 4.12 68.81
Sep.16--0ct.11 66.25 0.01 3.26 0.17 0.72 0.87 71.28
Oct.12--Nov.11  319.80 1.47 14.62 0.75 5.05 1.35 343.04
Nov.12--Dec.11 52.41 0.90 12.94 0.31 0.37 0.53 67.46
Dec.12--Mar.29 0.71 0.51 40.61 ( no classify ) 3.66 45.49
1977 Mar.30--Apr.30 0.19 0.61 1.24 ( no classify ) 4.79 6.83
May 1--May 31 3.48 0.35 2.43 ( no classify ) 8.36 14.62
Jun. 1--Jul. 2 7.48 0.13 1.68 ( no classify ) 6.51 15.80
Jul. 3--Jul.31 8.7 0.05 0.62 ( no classify ) 8.68 18.06
Aug. 1--Aug.30 11.37 0.03 3.04 { no classify ) 3.42 17.86
Aug.31--Sep.29 40.14 0.02 3.09 ( no classify ) 2.47 45.72
Sep.30--0ct.31 142,55 0.05 13.36 ( no classify ) 4,96 160.92
Nov. 1--Nov.30  205.44 3.09 5.61 ( no classify ) 2.63 216.77
Dec. 1--Dec.16 32.96 0.23 1.36 ( no classify ) 1.44 35.99
Dec.17--Mar.28 2.92 5.42 41,27 6.25 0.19 3.05 59.10
1978 Mar.29--May 1 0.55 0.20 0.38 0.23 1.16 1.18 3.70
May 2--May 31 3.10 0.21 0.85 0.19 1.92 4.08 10.35
Jun. 1--Jun.29 2.90 2.65 5.06 0.33 0.66 1.73 13.33
Jun. 30--Ju1.31 2.19 1.02 0.62 0.10 1.01 1.79 6.73
Aug. 1--Aug.31 5.34 0.40 0.04 0.21 0.47 1.32 7.78
Sep. 1--Oct. 2 19.03 0.42 6.01 0.56 0.55 0.85 27.42
Oct. 3--0ct.31 112.38 0.76 0.43 0.44 0.27 2.01 116.29
Nov. 1--Nov.30 138.55 3.86 0.55 0.39 1.43 0.47 145.25
Dec. 1--Dec.15 7.22 0.16 0.09 0.06 0.26 0.07 7.86
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PLOT 4 ( upper part of slope )

PLOT 5 ( ridge top of slope )

Flowers
Period Leaves Needles Branches Barks and Others Totals
Seeds
1975 Apr.11--May 12 1.13 2.87 9.46 2.00 0.12 3.07 18.65
May 13--Jun.12 3.61 3.09 11.51 1.82 4.72 6.81 31.56
Jun.13--Jul.12 1.28 1.9 1.60 0.19 0.71 0.92 6.61
Jul.13--Aug.12 2.19 2.32 6.23 0.45 0.66 1.65 13.50
Aug.13--Sep.12 8.36 3.15 14.72 1.86 1.55 1.14 30.78
Sep.13--0ct.12 5.27 3.24 2.41 1.4 6.85 0.91 20.09
Oct.13--Nov.11 69.71 27.24 10.40 0.90 50.88 0.70 159.83
Nov.12--Dec.10  186.35 45.75 37.15 2.33 0.9 0.28 272.77
Dec.11--Mar.12 0.60 2.39 4.78 2.92 0.14 0.48 n.n
1976 Mar.13--Apr.12  ( no measurement )
Apr.13--May 14 1.00 2.96 9.56 4. 0.23 5.26 23.12
May 15--Jun.11 2.99 2.64 6.96 0.66 7.77 4.46 25.48
Jun.12--Jul.12 1.24 1.96 1.33 0.73 0.92 0.88 7.06
Jul.13--Aug. 8 2.45 4.40 4.06 1.70 0.78 1.27 14.66
Aug. 9--Sep.15 17.49 13.28 271.51 7.58 2.04 1.72 313.62
Sep.16--0ct.11 13.83 3.55 1.98 0.83 4.12 0.72 25.03
Oct.12--Nov.11  179.77 §9.29 14.19 2.26 5.99 1.10 262.60
Nov.12--Dec.11 58.76 15.55 7.22 1.39 0.10 0.36 83.38
Dec.12--Mar.29 1.55 0.75 2.12 ( no classify ) 2.98 7.40
1977 Mar.30--Apr.30  0.57  2.23  4.98  ( no classify ) 297 10.69
May 1--May 31 2.12 5.41 6.48 ( no classify ) 12.27 26.28
Jun. 1--Jul. 2 1.31 4,34 1.54 ( no classify ) 5.82 13.01
Jul. 3--9ul.31 2.32 2.58 0.7 ( no classify ) 2.57 8.18
Aug. 1--Aug.30 4.18 4.86 0.64 ( no classify ) 3.18 12.86
Aug.31--Sep.29 8.43 4.53 0.73 ( no classify ) 4.94 18.63
Sep.30--0ct.31  35.27 17.77 2.65  ( no classify ) 6.50 2.19
Nov. 1--Nov.30 179.32 66.2 10.78 ( no classify ) 3.16 259.51
Dec. 1--Dec.16 46.63 5.82 2.57 ( no classify ) 0.32 55.34
Dec.17--Mar.28 1.09 6.12 60.88 ™ 3.64 0.69 79.53
1976 Mar.29--May 1 0.45 3.15 431 1 3.52 0.72 13.47
May 2--May 31 1.67 5.86 4.86 0.4 2.20 7.30 22.30
Jun. 1--Jun.23 2.20 5.23 3.67 2.21 2.16 1.87 17.24
Jun.30--Jul.31 3.4 5.14 0.88 0.37 0.47 1.92 12.19
Aug. 1--Aug.31 3.59 6.66 4.02 1.95 1.65 1.37 19.24
Sep. 1--0ct. 2 6.80 2.84 42.80 0.96 4.42 0.89 58.71
Oct. 3--0ct.31 38.31 16.39 6.67 0.93 27.08 0.67 90.05
Nov. T--Nov.30 196.75 49.80 13.56 0.14 5.10 0.84 266.19
Dec. 1--Dec.15 5.33 1.21 0.78 0.71 0.03 0.19 8.25

Flowers
Period Leaves Needles Branches Barks and Others Totals
Seeds
1975 Apr.11--May 12 0.78 - 2.53 2.3 5.21 1.29 1.96 14.08
May 13--Jun.12 3.38 4.43 18.73 5.18 12.54 3.85 48.1
Jun.13--0u1.12 0.92 4,07 0.48 2.30 0.84 0.98 9.59
Jul.13-~Augil2 1.61 3.26 0.62 1.39 0.25 0.96 8.09
Aug.13--Sep.12 6.78 6.35 47.68 1.27 0.23 1.67 63.98
Sep.13--0ct.12 4.30 5.13 4.27 1.28 0.73 0.77 16.48
Oct.13--Nov. 1 44,65 63.29 11.59 1.83 7.47 0.77 129.60
Nov.12--Dec.10  112.05 110.22 3.26 0.50 0.07 0.15 226.25
Dec.11--Mar.12 1.57 10.88 13.50 11.18 0.30 0.74 38.17
1976 Mar.13--pApr.12 no measurement )
Apr,13--May 14 1.43 3.89 9.69 5.83 3.74 2.41 26.99
May 15--dun.11 2.15 3.80 2.64 3.10 15.74 3.40 30.83
Jun.12--Jul.12 1.20 4.03 1.10 5.03 1.25 1.41 14.02
Jul.13--Aug. 8 3.76 6.26 24.44 4.45 3.51 1.72 44,14
Aug. 9--Sep.15 10.95 10.80 90.62 14.40 10.68 2.17 139.62
Sep.16--0ct.11 10.76 7.08 1.30 1.07 0.44 1.21 21.86
Oct.12--Nov.11 96.16 118.08 25.03 6.96 1.87 0.79 248.89
Nov.12--Dec.11 60.53 56.90 10.72 2.02 0.16 2.15 132.48
Dec.12--Mar.29 0.79 4,70 14.73 ( no classify ) 12.53 32.75
1977 Mar.30--Apr.30 0.28 3.16 47.78 ( no classify ) 5.97 §7.19
May 1--May 31 2.00 5.33 23.44 { no classify ) 13.79 44,56
Jun. 1--dul. 2 1.94 - 5.13 0.99 ( no classify ) 11.74 19.80
Jul. 3--Jul.31 1.42 5.35 0.36 ( no classify ) 3.06 10.19
Aug. 1--Aug.30 2.7 6.12 0.08 ( no,classify ) 3.06 1.97
Aug.31--Sep.29 6.23 12.93 0.53 ( no classify ) 3.44 23.13
Sep.30--0ct.31 20.62 37.53 2.22 ( no classify ) 2.06 62.43
Nov. 1--Nov.30 111.45 165.40 1.96 ( no classify ) 8.32 287.13
Dec. 1--Dec.16 44.40 18.63 2.53 ( no classify ) 2.84 68.40
Dec.17--Mar.28 2.29 31.62 201.48 18.52 21.24 4am 279.26
1978 Mar.29--May 1  0.22 2.70 4.45 4.29 0.26 0.68 12.60
May 2--May 31 6.10 8.26 2.91 4.29 2.33 4.01 27.90
Jun, 1--Jun.29 3.44 7.94 14.98 9.03 4.83 2.38 42.60
Jun.30~-Jul.31 2.29 6.69 0.47 3.48 0.35 1.87 15.15
Aug. 1--Aug.31 3.21 6.59 3.54 2.65 2.36 1.12 19.47
Sep. 1--0Oct. 2 8.64 8.26 6.43 2.54 0.99 0.68 27.54
Oct. 3--0ct.31 21,78 34.70 4.87 3.45 0.18 0.74 65.72
Nov. 1--Nov.30 159.44 99.96 8.52 0.77 0.22 0.45 269.36
Dec. 1--Dec.15 3.75 7.83 0.17 1.02 2.86 0.12 15.75
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