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Recent Trends in the Japanese Wood Industry
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Fig. 1 Wholesale Price Index of Wood and Wood Products
(Source : Bank of Japan: Yearbook of Price Index)
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Table 1. Export and Import of Japan, (1976)

Exports Imports
67,225 millon 64,799 millon

U. S. dollars U. S. dollars
Iron and Steel 15.69% | Crude Petroleum 32.79
Automobiles 15.09%, | Foodstuff 14.59,
Ships 10.5% | Wood 5.5%,
Television 7.6% | Coal 5.59%
%';etrnggd 6.3% | Chemicals 4.3%
ﬂ?gggﬁ:hc 1.49, | Ironore 3.69%

Source : Customs and Tariff Bureau,
Ministry of Finance.
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Table 2. Number of Establishments
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etc. by Industrial Groupe in Japan (1973)

Moot | Eooond [ ahipment | ‘income | uder 30 sceeons to ait
Industrial groupe es:r?;:)r}issh— ?ﬂ)go%ge S(m?lligg per a establishnﬁsnts
persons) | U. S. §) | person § (%)

Food and kindred products 87,838 1,153 34,380 2,743 76
Textiles 116,692 1,167 21,275 2,678 85
Apparel and related products 38,432 497 5,544 2,112 72
Lumber and wood products 47,622 510 12,259 2,929 | 72
Furniture and fixtures 38,854 317 5,386 2,809 84
Pulp, paper and allied products 17,505 334 11,317 3,930 67
Publishing, printing and allied 35,388 486 | 9,707 | 4,555 74
Chemicals and allied products 5,704 466 24,274 5,278 39
Petroleum and coal products 809 43 9,709 5,654 45
Rubber products 6,285 170 3,735 3,994 67
Tanned leather products 10,287 86 1,679 2,836 83
Ceramic, stone and clay products 32,162 585 13,021 3,644 64
Iron and steel 8,288 528 29,929 5,857 44
Non-ferrous metals and products 5,672 228 13,939 4,918 61
Fabricated metal products 81,564 910 19,391 3,687 77
Machinery, excl. electric 55,397 1,191 30,343 4,561 70
fr}gcgggp‘fi‘gghmery' equipment 30,106 | 1,300 | 34,067 3,704 51
Transport equipment 20,847 985 37,136 : 4,752 66
Precision instruments 10,412 261 4,609 3,812 69
Ordnance and accessories 21 2 33 4,656 38
Other 58,562 642 13,788 3,119 79

1 U. S. dollar=308 Yen (1973)
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Fig. 2 Supply of Wood and Wood Products in
Japan. (Source : Forestry Agency in Japan,
Supply and Demand Table of Wood)
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Table 3. Production Indexes of Selected Industries in Japan
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1970 100 100 | 100 100 100 100 | 100 (3) KEH 2L E UIZARES

1972 110 102 | 108 109 | 106 1 ,

1973 128 105 | 123| 116 | 132 138 | 141 OUMECAFEROETLEIAM
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1976 126 93 | 17| 17| 124 149 | 151 SNICEMEORBEIEH R SN
Weight of value added T0s, EEMIZAE @R B]U

1970 100 100 | 100 | 100 | 100 100 | 190 HEOE CENT RS2 RT.
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1975 110 7 1 - _ I
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Source : Japan Statistical Yearbook, Bureau of Statistics, Office
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Fig. 3 Trends in Wood Products Imports to
Japan, 1955—1976, (Source : Ministry of
Finance, Japan: Monthly Report of Foreign
Trade in Japan)
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Abies spp., Chamaecyparis spp., Juniperus spp.,-
Libocedrus decurrens, Picea spp., Pseudotsuga mens-
iesti, Pinus spp., Tsuga spp., 5 ETdH 3.

JerEpf ¢

Abies sachalinensis, Picea jezoensis, Pinus koraien-
sis, pinus sylvestris, Larix dahurica, 73 ¥ Td 5.
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Araucaria spp., Pinus radiata, Iz & Tdh 5.
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Fig. 5 Plywood Production selected Countries (Source : F. A.
0. :1974 The Year Book of Forest Products, and others.)

Table 4. Number of Mills and Production
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Value of Wood and Wood Products in R oD (B 4 . <
Japan, 1975 or 1976 197581 ~3 8  28%WEE, KEDIEA5H 6 BHE
Production L
kind of mills Mld“m“(mﬁﬁﬁLs 4~6A »”f»9%®*—ﬁ—ﬁm
| Dollars) 7T~98 BAEXHMg
Sawmills 23,405 4,500 19764E12 ~19774E 6 A &) &
Chipmills 7,176 487 _ X
Plywood 71 1,953 197781~ 6 B C.—
Flooring 99 308 197756 7T~ 8 A &HIRWH v 7 v GEBHKEMS,
Particleboard 22 65 g ~ S
Fiberboard 18 108 L7AZAY, 5~6HDY (=27
Laminated wood 182 149 — Dbk, 2 ~2.58|DiHE
‘IlVooden i}lrnituret. 13,037 3,391 1977/ 9 ~108 HEEFRH L7 L
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1 . i .
Pulp 15 420 8 EITiI 5 R LB KL, AEHIES i
Pulp, paper & 660 5,325 : . . i e
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1 dollar=308 yen, Source : Ministry of
International Trade and Industry, Research
and Statistics Department, Statistical Yearbook
of Materials for Building.
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Fig. 6 Trends in Numbers of Wood Products

Factories in Japan. (Source : Forestry Agency :
Supply and Demand Report of Wood, etc.,)

Table 5. Number of Sawmills Classified According

to Power Use from 1960 to 1975
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Supply Report.
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Table 6. Location of Wood Industrial Parks in Japan
1969 1972 1975
Year Coastal‘ Inland ‘ Total Coastali Inland% Total Coastal‘ Inland | Total
Being planned 2 4 30 8 ’ 1 9 16 } 11 27
Under construction 25 2 27 32 7 39 13 3 16
In use |10 21 22 17 39 35 | 23 58

Source : Rinya Kesaikai :
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Fig. 8 Floor Area of New Building Construction.

(Source : Planning Bureau, Ministry of Construction,

Japan : Statistical Yearbook of Building, 1977)
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Summary

In Japan, the wood industry, i. e., lumber, plywood, wooden furniture, fiberbo-

ard, particleboard, and pulp & paper, consists of about 50,000 establishments and

about 500,000 employees. The wood industry ranks about midway in average size

as compared to all other industries in Japan. When considering the fact that

present policies of the Japanese government promote the growth of heavy industry

(Chemicals, iron and steel, automobiles),

the electronics industry, and manufactu-

rers of heavy equipment, the wood industry is not so important. This is because

the wood industry is largely small scale management and has relatively simple

processes of manufacture and technology. Thus, government policy concerning

exports does not include efforts to promote export of wood products. However, a

great deal of wood and wood products is being used to build houses. Therefore

the wood industry is important as a factor in the domestic economy. Among

imports of principal commodities in Japan,

wood and wood products are ranked

third after petroleum and food stuff. The extent of the demand for wood in Japan
becomes clear when realizing that 34.6% of the wood (roundwood and sawn
wood) imported by all the countries in the world is imported into Japan.

Wood demand in the world is forecast to increase in the near future. In develo-

ped countries, wood will be used as an industrial raw material. In Japan, wood
demand increased from 1956 to 1973, but there has been continued stagnation
since the oil shock. The production of domestic wood has decreased, and thus the
degree of dependence on imports (the percentage of consumption filled by

imports) has reached more than 65%.

Foreign woods are imported mainly from

South-East Asia, North America and Siberia.
The factories in the wood industry are largely lumber mills and furniture facto-

ries. However, in production value pulp and paper mills and board precessing
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plants are in first place, followed, in order, by lumber mills, furniture factories,
and plywood factories. The number of lumber mills has been decreasing for the
last two decades, but both value and amount of production are increasing, since
the mills have become larger.

The government and the banks supplied of government fund and others are
promoting and financially supporting the development of specialized industrial
parks, among them those for wood industries. Usually an new area is developed
by the local government and various small factories and shops are gathered.
Incentives are provided by including playgrounds and apartment buildings for the
employees.

Plywood production in Japan grew remarkably in the past, but now continues
to stagnate since five years ago. The building of residential housing also continues
to be stagnant at 1.5 million—1,6 millon houses per year after the peak of 1.95
million houses in 1973. The amount of wood used for wooden dwellings has been
decreasing since 1975, and the amount of non-wood materials has been increasing.
The Japanese wood industry has been pluaged by a depression for the last five
years.



