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Nobutaka NisHI
The View of the Eduation for the Mentally
Handicapped and the Concept
of the Course “Life”

Abstract : In 1971 the course “‘Life’’ was added in the education for the mentally handicapped.
Since the beginning of the public education, education has been framed by the demands of the
economic world. Especislly after 1960’s this tendency has been conspicuous. In such situation
the aim of the education for the mentally handicapped is taken at the social self-independe-
nce. Children who can not satisfy the aim have been shut out of the school education.
Recently the number of severely handicapped children is increasing in special schools, and
therefore the course ‘‘Life’’ was added as a means to let them approach the aim. For ‘life’’
does not have the view to guarantee the development of the children, ‘‘life’’ can not help
including various inconsistencies in it. In this case the meaning of ‘‘life’’ is only the temporary
title gathering some courses. Considering ‘‘life’’ as a course confuses the concept of the
course. This confusion can not be avoidable in reducing the substance of the education for

the mentally handicapped.
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