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PREFACE

1. With the development of language, human society
amd culture expearienced unparalleled evolution, and
with the invention of writing to record language,
human society made further progress as people were
now able to communicate and exchange their inten-
tions and culture in other regions and eras.

II. Howevre, looking at the present state of the world,
there are many condition which are far from reassur-
ing. That is,

1. With divisions intb regions and ethnic groups, there
is diversiy in language and writing systems which
sometimes hinders the communication of inten tions.
2. Although the proportion of non - literate people in
the world’s population is decreasing, in absolute num-
bers the population of non literate people is increas-
ing.

3. Although the development of mathines and tech-
nology encourages the development of literacy, they
also bring uniformaty and inhumanity.

1) with regard to diversity, Esperant was created as an
artificial worldwide common langage, but it did not
spread among the common people. English is widely
used thoughout the world, but if it is forsed on people
in developing countries as well as other people are
burdened with mastering their own lsanguage plus
another.

During the Second World War Japan forsed the
Japanese language and writuing system in the people
of the occupied countries.

Just as with ethnicity and culture, the originality

and diversity of languages and writing systers must be
respected. A multifaceted approache to broad under-
standing and reserch is needed.
2) Non - literate people find that their opportunities
fot educationn, better living cconditions, and ; master-
ing of arts and technology are either closed or nar-
rowly limited. this becomes a vicious circle of dis-
crimination, Oppression, poverty, and loss of oppor-
tunities for getting an education.

It is welll known that UNESCO, many countries,
and volunteers have been working hard at literacy
education. at the same countries have been working
to simplify and rationalize their languages and wtiting
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sydtems.

Simplified caracters in China and limitation the
number of characters in daily use in Japan are exam-
ple of this. .

After the Seconed World War, the Allied Armies
suggrsted that educational policy in Japan should
consider tht, "Befotr long Chinese characters will
probably be abolished and a phonetic system (roman
letters will probaably be adopted.”

However at the pressent time with the great amount
and variety of information, the value of Chinese char-
acters as symbols in which one character can carry a
variaety of meanings has been recognized. The num-
ber of Chinese charactors for daily use in Japan has
been increased.

In China it is reported that some characters have

become too simplified and have become confused
with "Sosho” which served as the origin of the sim-
plified charactors.
3) With regard too the deveropment of machines and
technology, printiong and machines such as word
processors have helped to cover up the difficulties
involved in learning to read and write a writing sys-
tem and make it possibile to produce beautiful and
legible writing in a large quantity quickly.

These machines can handle not only the Roman
alphabet, but the Chinese writing system, Arabic let-
ters, and the Korean writing syster. These new
machines can produce the most complicated Chinese
characters and other signs.

Type faces and photographic letter styles are now
created to meet the requirement of each individual
communication setting.

However, the style and individual characteristics of
letters and charcters developed according to the tools
used to write them.

These became the trditions which fixed the present
shapes, standerds, and beauty of these letters and
characters.

Writing was primarlily by hand and in China and
japan both Chinese characters and Kana were written
with bruushes. As the brush is used to begin and end
a line or stroke, as the order of strokes is developed,
these characteristics are crystalized, making the
characters easier to write and more acceptable to the
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feeling of those who read them.

Writing by hand, using the brush which make pos-
sible the expression of a variety of individual charac-
teristics and apperances, produces a vivid art which
shows both humanity beauty.

But this is not all. Handwriting today is based on
traditional ways of writing and also require training
and practice. Even in these days of the computer.
Japanese children still practice on the abacus and
learn their multiplication tables. Writing is also
importnt for linking intellectually the brain and the
hand.

III. Originally one looked to writing for accurate tran-
smission of information, for making things under-
standable, and for case of recording, but we also look
to writing for beauty which appeals to the emotions.

We have discussed language and writing from three
perspectives above, including both positive and nega-
tive aspects, but there are a variety of element which
prvent us from simply talking about case of under-
standing, ease of wrting, and the beauty of a writing
system.

In thit situatuation, how can we solve the problem

related to writing, and literacy in culture and educa-
tion, issues which are related to both the present
situation and the future and whitch are impportant for
our continued existence?
" In what follows I want to search for a begining in
reserch which analizes the directed learning of
elementaly school. junior and senior high school, and
university students aimed at promoting self — directed
learning on the part of students.
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